Statement by Fr Ulick Loring

London Borough of Richmond

Planning Committee 13th March 2008.

Mr Chairman, my name is Father Ulick Loring and I am Parish Priest of St James’s. I am grateful to the Planning Committee for the opportunity to talk to you about our application to develop the site around the church.

St James’s was built in 1885. As we all know the area has changed beyond recognition, but the church facilities have not. The area now has a large population of young families and our congregation has risen.

We have about 550 coming to church every weekend. People often crowd into the porch even sometimes spill over on to the street. Mothers with babies find it impossible to park their prams.   We also have many christenings and weddings.
We seek your approval to make use of our resources to meet the needs of our congregation.  We are very conscious too of our responsibilities to non-church members. 

The present site is waste ground and serves no practical purpose. But the new meeting centre at the back of the church will provide modern facilities. 

It will provide a homely meeting space for the elderly as well as modern toilet facilities for the disabled, both of which we lack.  We strongly believe that these facilities will be valuable for the neighbouring community. 

The present church is inadequate particularly with regards to child safety.  The plan allows inter alia for a children’s chapel to take the overflow from the present porch and accommodate especially the parents with babies who at present have no suitable space in the church. 

The new centre can also offer proper facilities for children’s Sunday activities. We currently have to take the youngest children across Radnor Road as their activities take place in the parish hall. Older children are packed into the cramped priest’s house for their activities. The new centre will meet all children’s health and safety requirements. 
We have the support of our line managers, and of the vast majority of our parish community which runs into several hundreds of local residents. We are sensitive as to how the activities in the new centre might affect our neighbours and we are open to suggestions at to how it might be best used. 

I believe that our many parishioners will find a vote against our worthy proposal confusing when our need is so great. I ask you to add your support to theirs so that we can progressively develop a feature that has been part of Twickenham life for so long.  We hope it will continue to remain so.

