MEMORIAL TO KING MANUEL II OF PORTUGAL
On September 29th at a special mass at St James the Mayor of Richmond, Councillor Celia Hodges will unveil a memorial tablet to King Manuel and his wife Queen Augusta.  Bishop George Stack will celebrate the mass and dedicate the memorial.  The memorial is due to the generosity of the Order of St Michael of the Wing, the Anglo-Portuguese chivalric order which supports charitable causes.  
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King Manuel II of Portugal 
Few Catholic English parishes since pre-Reformation times can boast having had a King as a parishioner let alone one who was an ordinary dedicated mass goer.

However, King Manuel II of Portugal lived in St James’s parish from 1914 until his untimely death in 1932.  Although this was always well known to parishioners the significance of his presence in the parish has only just recently become apparent.  In 2008 a Portuguese documentary film company came to St James’s and filmed the church and parts of the area connected with the King.   They also interviewed myself as Parish Priest and Mrs Doris Bligh a parishioner and former pupil of St Catherine’s School now in her nineties who remembers being taken to meet Queen Augusta of Portugal, a German princess, at Fulwell Park where she and King Manuel lived... The film Dom Manuel II O rei traido (‘’Don Manuel II the betrayed king”) made by “Brave Ant” of Lisbon demonstrates amply the pathos of a young man thrust into high office before his time.  The film can be viewed on YouTube.
King Manuel was born in 1889. His via dolorosa began in October 1908 when he was travelling in an open coach in Lisbon, with his father King Carlos, his brother Crown Prince Luis and his mother Queen Marie Amelie.   A terrorist fired into the carriage killing the King and the Crown Prince and injuring the then Prince Manuel.  In these traumatic circumstances this eighteen year old now found himself King.  Personally he was immensely popular and relatively liberal, but republican and anti-clerical forces were set on ending the monarchy and in October 1910 a coup d’état led to the expulsion of the Royal Family.  King Manuel at first hoped to make a stand in the north but felt obliged to proceed first to Gibraltar and then to England.   Here he lived in Richmond to begin with but later moved to a large house in Fulwell Park in St James Parish.

King’s Manuel’s exile was to be to the gain of St James’s Church, where he regularly attended mass with Queen Augusta whom he married in 1913.   The King and Queen were generous benefactors of parish, and godparents to countless children when the latter received the Sacrament of Confirmation. Valerie Trent the daughter of one of the children and a present day parishioner will attend the mass for the King.  The King and Queen worked closely with my predecessor Canon Michael English, who was Parish Priest for much of the seventeen years when King Manuel was a parishioner at St James’s.  The two fine stained glass windows at the front of the church were donated by the King in memory of Canon English. At the commemorative mass we will use the silver cruets and a ciborium which were part of the King’s patrimony.   It is said that he came to Confession at St James’s and waited his turn like any ordinary penitent.  He attended local school events and opened the parish hall in 1927. The King was an authority on Portuguese books and a music lover and after his death the organ at Fulwell Park was donated by Queen Augusta to St James’s where it was in use for a number of years.  It is still preserved in the old choir loft and bears the shield of the Portuguese Royal House.
Although the King’s life was beset with much sadness he remained a devout Catholic and also sought to support his homeland from which he had been so cruelly exiled.   In particular he was assiduous in lending succour to the Portuguese divisions sent to serve on the Western Front in during the First World.   These poor soldiers were ill-prepared for trench warfare in Northern France and took heavy casualties at the Battle of Lys (also known as the Fourth Battle of Ypres) which took place in April 1918. The King helped establish the Military Orthopaedic Hospital in Shepherds Bush, now the Hammersmith Hospital. At the unveiling of the memorial the last post will be played in memory of the Portuguese dead and the Twickenham branch of the Royal British Legion will proclaim the exaltation.
The King choked to death on 17th December 1932 as the result of a throat infection being improperly attended to.  His requiem mass was at Westminster Cathedral, and his body was borne through Twickenham the children of St Catherine’s and St James’s Schools lining the streets.  It was taken to St Charles Borromeo, Weybridge and thence to Lisbon for interment.  King Manuel and Queen Augusta were childless.
The unveiling of the memorial to King Manuel will coincide with the launch of Dom Manuel II the last King of Portugal by Malcolm Howe, who has been instrumental in organising the occasion.   The author as well as drawing on research he has already undertaken about the Portuguese Royal Family also brings to the public for the first time the King Manuel’s own account of the assassination of his father and brother.  Don Manuel II the last King of Portugal will be available price £20 from St James Church.

