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First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion Programme
2009 – 2010


REGISTRATION

If you attend Mass regularly at St James’s RC Church and your child is aged 7 years (primary school year 3) or older, they are eligible to be enrolled in our parish First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion programme (provided they are baptised Catholic).

Application forms for the 2009/10 programme are available in the Church porch.

Enrolment takes place in the Presbytery after the Masses on the weekend of 26th / 27th September 2009.  The final date for applications is 30th September 2009.

There is an enrolment fee of £20 for the programme (cheques payable to ‘Church of St James’).  Please contact Fr. Ulick if this is a problem.  This goes towards the cost of books, certificates, medals and other materials involved.  If you are a UK tax payer we kindly ask that you complete and submit your payment in a blue Gift Aid envelope so that we can claim tax relief.  This envelope is attached to the application form.

Please bring your application form, enrolment fee and a copy of your child’s Certificate of Baptism (if not baptised at St James’s) to one of the enrolment sessions after the Vigil Mass and Sunday Masses on 26th / 27th September.

The programme is led by the Rev. Ulick Loring supported by Sharon Browne and a team of lay catechists.  If further information is required, Fr. Ulick can be contacted on 020 8892 4578 or st-james@tiscali.co.uk.  Alternatively, Sharon can be contacted on 020 8898 2016 or   sharon.browne@blueyonder.co.uk.

PREPARATION

The long term preparation for this meeting with Jesus has already begun with Baptism and has been encouraged and supported by you in the family.  However, there is a need for more special, parish-based, preparation in order to continue this good work.

The preparation programme requires your child’s attendance at Saturday afternoon sessions, your attendance at Tuesday evening sessions and family attendance at Sunday Mass (Saturday Vigil).  The dates and times of these sessions and celebrations are listed below.
It is difficult to imagine that a child not being taken to Mass regularly could be ready to celebrate his/her First Communion.

The programme will be explained in detail at our first parents’ meeting on Tuesday 6th October 2009 at 8pm in the parish hall in Radnor Road.

VOLUNTEERS
This year all children, INCLUDING those attending St James’s RC Primary School, will be prepared in the parish.  This is in line with Diocesan policy.

Therefore, we need to recruit at least 6 adult volunteers to help supervise the children’s preparation sessions. The ratio required under the Children’s Act 1989 for children aged 7 years is 1 adult to 8 children.  All volunteers working with children will need to be CRB-checked and the parish will organise this.  Sharon Browne runs these sessions.

The children’s sessions follow the ‘I Belong’ programme which is based on the framework of our celebration of the Eucharist.  All the material is firmly grounded in the Bible and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Each lesson explores a theme connected with the Eucharist.  The children start by looking at their ordinary experiences of the theme – beginning with names and parents - and then go on to think about the theme in Scripture, and in the Church.  Finally, they look again at everyday experiences and hopefully discover that the Eucharist is about real life.

A typical session consists of prayer, some instruction, some discussion, reading and a practical activity such as drawing and colouring.

Classes begin in November and run through to April.  If you can spare 2-hours on a Saturday afternoon (3.45pm – 5.45pm) over a period of 12-weeks (term time only) please contact Sharon Browne for further information.

DATES

2009:

Sep-26

Enrolment after Vigil Mass in Presbytery

Sep-27

Enrolment after Sunday Masses in Presbytery

Sep-30

Closing date for applications

Oct-06

Parents’ meeting 8pm – 9pm in Parish Hall

Oct-17

Presentation of candidates at Vigil Mass

Oct-18

Presentation of candidates at Sunday Masses

Nov-21

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Nov-28

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Church

Dec-01

Service of Light 6.30pm in Church

Dec-05

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

2010:

Jan-09

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Jan-16

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Jan-23

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Jan-30

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Feb-06

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Feb-23

Parents’ meeting 8pm – 9pm in Parish Hall

Feb-27

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Mar-06

First Reconciliations 10am in Church
Mar-13

First Reconciliations 10am in Church

Mar-20

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Mar-23

Parents’ meeting 8pm – 9pm in Parish Hall

Mar-27

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

Apr-24

Children’s session 4pm – 5.30pm in Parish Hall

May-01

Rehearsal 4pm – 5.30pm in Church

May-02

First Holy Communion 12.15pm Mass

May-08 

Rehearsal 4pm – 5.30pm in Church

May-09   
First Holy Communion 12.15pm Mass

May-15   
Rehearsal 4pm – 5.30pm in Church

May-16   
First Holy Communion 12.15pm Mass

Saturday Vigil Mass is celebrated at 6pm.
Sunday Masses are celebrated at 8am, 10.30am and 12.15pm.
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